National Fire Incident Reporting System:
Analysis Criteria

Analyses in the U.S. Fire Administration’s Topical Fire Research Series are based primarily on data from the
National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS). Database runs for each topical research area are based on the
criteria/codes used in sorting the data. The following represent the actual criteria used in the development of the
specific analysis.

Halloween Fires (Vol. 1, Issue 1)

Date = Between October 30 and November 1

Christmas/Christmas Fires (Vol. 1, Issue 4)

Date = Between December 24 and December 26
Form of Material Ignited 41 (Christmas tree)

Older Adults and Fire (Vol. 1, Issue 5)

Fixed Property Use = Between 400 and 499 (residential property)
Type Situation Found = 11 (structure fire)

Age = >65

Severity = 1 (injuries); 2 (deaths)

Children and Fire (Vol. 1, Issue 6)
Priority Cause Grouping Code = 02 (children playing)

The Dangers of Fireworks (Vol. 1, Issue 7)

Form of Heat of Ignition = 63 (fireworks)

Arson in the United States (Vol. 1, Issue 8)

Priority Cause Grouping Code = 01 (incendiary/suspicious)

Heating Fires in Residential Structures (Vol. 1, Issue 9)

Priority Cause Grouping Code = 04 (heating)
Fixed Property Use = Between 400 and 499 (residential property)
Type Situation Found = 11 (structure fire)

Portable Heating Fires in Residential Structures (Vol. 1, Issue 10)

Fixed Property Use = Between 400 and 499 (residential property)
Type of Situation Found = 11 (structure fire)
Equipment Involved in Ignition = 15 (portable local heating unit)



Agricultural Storage Fires (Vol. 1, Issue 11)

Fixed Property Use = Between 810 and 819 (storage property)

Candle Fires in Residential Structures (Vol. 1, Issue 12)

Fixed Property Use = Between 400 and 499 (residential property)
Type of Situation Found = 11 (structure fire)
Form of Heat of Ignition = 44 (candle, taper)

Winter Residential Fires (Vol. 1, Issue 13)

Month = Between November and February
Fixed Property Use = Between 400 and 499 (residential property)
Type of Situation Found = 11 (structure fire)

Dormitory Fires (Vol. 1, Issue 14)

Fixed Property Use = 461 (school, college, university dormitory)
Type of Situation Found = 11 (structure fire)

Smoke Alarm Performance in Residential Structure Fires (Vol. 1, Issue 15)

Fixed Property Use = Between 400 and 499 (residential property)
Type of Situation Found = 11 (structure fire)
Detector Performance = Between 1 and 8

Residential Structure Fires on Agricultural Properties (Vol. 1, Issue 16)

Fixed Property Use = Between 400 and 499 (residential property)
Type of Situation Found = 11 (structure fire)
Complex = 65 (farm complex)

Child Fire Casualties (Vol. 1, Issue 17)

Age = Between 1 and 14
Severity = 1 (injuries); 2 (deaths)

Landfill Fires (Vol. 1, Issue 18)
Fixed Property Use = 932 (dump, sanitary landfill)

Fire Station Fires (Vol. 1, Issue 19)

Fixed Property Use = 888 (fire stations)
Grill Fires (Vol. 2, Issue 3)

Equipment Involved in Ignition = 26 (open fired grill)
Highway Vehicle Fires (Vol. 2, Issue 4)

Type of Situation Found = 13 (vehicle fire)

Residential Air Conditioner Fires (Vol. 2, Issue 5)

Equipment Involved in Ignition = Between 30 and 39 (air conditioning, refrigeration)
Lightning Fires (Vol. 2, Issue 6)
Ignition Factor = 84 (lightning)

Church Fires (Vol. 2, Issue 7)

Fixed Property Use = 131 (church, chapel)
Type of Situation Found = 11 (structure fire)



Medical Facility Fires (Vol. 2, Issue 8)

Fixed Property Use = Between 330 and 339 (care of the sick, injuried)
Type of Situation Found = 11 (structure fire)

School Fires (Vol. 2, Issue 9)

Fixed Property Use = Between 210 and 219 (nonresidential schools)
Type of Situation Found = 11 (structure fire)

Agricultural Fires (Vol. 2, Issue 10)

Fixed Property Use = Between 650 and 659 (agriculture)

Multiple-Fatality Fires (Vol. 2, Issue 11)

Civilian Fatalities = >2
Fixed Property Use = Between 400 and 499 (residential property)
Type of Situation Found = 11 (structure fire)

Fraternity and Sorority Fires (Vol. 2, Issue 12)

Fixed Property Use = 462 (fraternity, sorority house)
Type of Situation Found = 11 (structure fire)

Subway Fires (Vol. 2, Issue 13)
Fixed Property Use = Between 174 and 176 (rail terminals)

Construction Site Fires (Vol. 2, Issue 14)

Complex = 91 (construction complex)

Daycare Center Fires (Vol. 2, Issue 15)

Fixed Property Use = 320 and 329 (care of the young)
Type of Situation Found = 11 (structure fire)

Mattress and Bedding Fires in Residential Structures (Vol. 2, Issue 17)

Fixed Property Use = Between 400 and 499 (residential property)
Type of Situation Found = 11 (structure fire):
Form of Material Ignited = 31 (mattress, pillow); 32 (Bedding, blanket, sheet, comforter)

Highrise Fires (Vol. 2, Issue 18)

Type of Situation Found = 11 (structure fire)
Number of Stories = Between 4 and 8

Fatal Fires (Vol. 2, Issue 19)
Civilian Fatalities = 1

Outdoor Fires (Vol. 2, Issue 19)

Type of Situation Found = 12 (outside of structure fire); 14 (trees, brush, grass fire):
15 (refuse fire); 17 (outside spill, leak with ensuring fire)



