
                                                                    
 

MINUTES OF THE                               
FEDERAL INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE ON 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES (FICEMS) 
 
 

DATE & TIME:  March 4, 2004 10:30 a.m.   
LOCATION:   National Emergency Training Center (NETC) 

Building J, Room 102  
16825 South Seton Avenue 
Emmitsburg, Maryland 21727 
 

MEMBER AGENCY 
REPRESENTATION: 

 Department of Homeland Security 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
Mr. Hugh Wood 
FICEMS Chairperson 
United States Fire Administration (USFA) 
 
Mr. Bill Troup 
United States Fire Administration  
 
Mr. John Brasko 
United States Fire Administration 
 
Office for Domestic Preparedness 
Mr. Terrance Flynn 
 

  Department of Agriculture 
No Representation 
 

  Federal Communications Commission 
No Representation 
 

  Department of Defense (DOD) 
No Representation 
 

  General Services Administration (GSA) 
No Representation 
 

  Department of Health and Human Services 
Ms. Nancy Romano  
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National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
(NIOSH) 
 

  Department of Interior 
No Representation  
 

  Department of Transportation (DOT) 
Mr. Dave Bryson 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) 
 
Ms. Susan McHenry 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
 

  Department of Veteran Affairs 
No Representation 
 

  Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
No Representation 
 

  Department of Labor 
No Representation  
 

 
OTHER FEDERAL 

ATTENDEES: 

 Department of Commerce (DOC) 
No Representation 
 

  Department of Justice (DOJ) 
No Representation  
 

 
OTHER ATTENDEES 

PRIVATE SECTOR: 

 
International Safety Equipment Association 
Mr. Joe Walker 
 
Mr. Dan Glucksman 
 

  
Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical 
Services System 
Ms. Rene Fechter 
 

  National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC) 
Mr. Joe Robison 
 

  Little Rock, AR, Metropolitan Emergency 
Medical Systems (MEMS) 
Mr. Jon Swanson  
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  Trauma-EMS Technical Assistance Center 

Mr. Terry Mullins 
 

DIAL-IN PARTICIPANTS:  American Ambulance Association (AAA) 
Mr. Kurt Krumperman  
 

 
 

I. ANNOUNCEMENTS/HANDOUTS 
Mr. Hugh Wood welcomed the group and gave an overview of FICEMS stating that it is an 
information sharing group, not intended for policy making. He noted that FICEMS is a 
Federal group that invites other interested parties to attend. That was the intent and purpose 
of this program years ago. 
 
There were no announcements.  

 
 
II. REVIEW OF PAST MEETING MINUTES 

 
Mr. Wood mentioned the review of the December 2003 meeting minutes. A motion was 
made to approve them. Motion was passed and the FICEMS minutes from the December 
2003 meeting were approved.  
  

III. OLD BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Wood reported that two letters went out to the Surgeon General’s Office regarding 
AED’s, however no response was received by either effort. This issue was superceded by the 
new GSA regulations on public access. Mr. Wood added that if anyone present did not know 
what the regulations were, he will see that copies or a website link be made available to those 
interested. The link site address is foh.dhhs.gov/public/whatwedo/AED/HHASED.asp.  
 
Mr. Wood addressed the topic of the proposed Performance Technology Subcommittee 
starting up again. As it stood at the previous meeting, this subcommittee was not needed. Mr. 
Bill Troup added that it was Mr. Art French who initiated the reincarnation of a Technology 
Subcommittee, but rather than doing a formal subcommittee, they agreed to share as 
individuals reporting on our own with regards to technology. 
 
The motion to discontinue pursuit of a Technology Subcommittee was made and passed.  

 
 
IV. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Counter-Terrorism 
Mr. John Brasko reported on behalf of Mr. Gordon Sachs (Subcommittee Chair). He reported 
that they are still in the hiring process for the Training Specialist (Health & Safety/EMS 
Management) and hope to have the position filled by the next FICEMS meeting. 
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The ICS for EMS is currently under revision. Pilots are scheduled for late summer and fall. 
These address current ICS applications for EMS incidents, and will address NIMS. 
(Information on NIMS can be found on www.usfa.fema.gov/inside-usfa/media/2004 
releases/030904a.shtm).  
 
The EMS Special Operations course is scheduled for revision this fiscal year. This addresses 
mass gathering and mass casualty planning and operations. It’s a very popular 2-week course 
offered on and off-campus. 
 
An additional offering of the course on EMS Management of Community Health Risks was 
added to the schedule for September 13-24. This is a very popular course that addresses EMS 
roles in injury prevention and other public health issues. DOT/NHTSA has been instrumental 
in spreading the word about this course to the EMS community, and a staff member observed 
part of the last offering.  
 
FICEMS members are welcome to sit in, take, or observe any of the classes. If interested, 
please contact Mr. Gordon Sachs. 
 

 Ambulance Safety 
 

Ms. Nancy Romano reported that the Ambulance Safety Subcommittee is becoming more 
cohesive on information sharing, but they are trying to figure out how to approach their 
objective (driver training and education). They have held some teleconferences between main 
meetings to allow time for presentations, etc.  
 
Mr. John Russell, who has worked on the AAA database will be sharing his information with 
the subcommittee for those interested in doing their own database. 
 
Ms. Romano is working with Mr. Larry Selditz and Mr. Jeff Lindsey to share information on 
use of simulators for training, which will be demonstrated at the National EMS Academy 
meeting in LA on March 15-19.  
 
Mr. Brian Walker addressed EMS agencies in response to bio-terrorism issues. Ms. Romano 
is seeking guidance as to whether this topic should be directed to the Counter-Terrorism 
Subcommittee or is it appropriate for the AS group. Mr. Bill Troup suggested that the CT 
subcommittee take on this topic first and they will include the AS group if the information 
applies.  
 
Another topic that needed clarification as to which subcommittee it should funnel through 
came from Mr. Michael Wileman from the Navy. The topic was chemical defense protection 
and decontamination. They are planning to schedule a teleconference for this presentation, 
and it was decided that the teleconference should be open to anyone interested, regardless of 
committee.  
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Lastly, Ms. Romano addressed the issue of dial-in participants not being able to hear the 
meeting due to either the phone or the connection. IT will look into the problem before the 
next meeting.  

 
 
 
V. MEMBER AGENCY REPORTS 
 

HRSA: Mr. Terry Mullins 
• The grant announcements for trauma and EMS funding will soon be released. 

Amounts will remain the same: 40K for most states, 50K for some territories. 
• Mr. Mullins is seeking participation in the April 21st meeting on trauma activities.  
• The Federal program stakeholder group will meet in June. This group provides advice 

and information to use to help guide the program. 
• The document that was produced by the trauma care systems plan is still under 

revision, but progress is being made, and that will hopefully come on in the next 
calendar year. 

• Grant information will be released on the federal register, and the hope is that HRSA 
will have that information linked or posted on their website (www.hrsa.gov/trauma).  

 
DOT/NHTSA: Ms. Susan McHenry 

• Ms. McHenry passed out updated copies of the NHTSA EMS Division Traffic Injury 
Control – Program Development & Delivery – Safety Programs packet.  

• They want to make sure public safety can be aided by the recognition of the location 
enhanced by wireless 911.  

• There are new documents up on the NEMSIS website this month (www.nemsis.org). 
• The next major phase is a proof of concept project, which involves four states 

submitting data up to the national level so we can generate pilot reports and make 
sure things are working correctly. Then we would develop the national resource 
center and try to implement the national programs. 

• Many systems are switching over to the completed dataset, which provide opportunity 
for standardization. We are evaluating systems on the state level to provide 
benchmarks and looking at national data to see what EMS is doing out there. The 
hope is that EMS research will be improved since there will be a more complete data 
set nationally. 

• Lastly, a national EMS research agenda was published, and they are beginning the 2nd 
phase looking at the pre-hospital part of that. They will be distributing a list of 
research questions to the EMS national organizations.  

 
DOT/NHTSA: Mr. David Bryson 

• Mr. Bryson reported that they have moved forward with the GSA regulations and 
NHTSA is contracting to do a pilot study with the Office of the Secretary. 

• They will be training about 128 people in DOT on trauma and the use of AEDs. 
• There are steps to EMT basic for effective restraint, but no process for removing 

those and getting a national consensus and standards. 
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• The national core content is now being reviewed internally with NHTSA and the 
document defines the domain of the out of hospital environment. 

• The national scope of practice document takes elements and determains the depth and 
breadth, looking at all provider levels today. 

• There is a meeting in mid May regarding the scope of practice project.  
• We are contracting with educators to start looking at the process they’ll use to work 

on educational standards coming from core content. 
 
DHH: Mr. Terrance Flynn 

• They are hoping to build a better partnership with USFA/Emmittsburg from a training 
prospective. Mr. Flynn is the liaison between DHH and the facility here in Emittsburg 
and is here to help build the partnerships. 

• There has been significant growth among the reorganization of the ODP. Two years 
ago there were 50 people on staff. This year they will provide over $4-billion in 
grants. 

 
USFA: Mr. Bill Troup 

• The Health and Wellness Guide for the Volunteer Fire Service produced via a 
cooperative partnership between USFA and the National Volunteer Fire Council 
(NVFC) will soon be published and released.  

• The USFA is working with the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) in a 
fire service health and wellness partnership to produce a manual detailing best 
practices for health and wellness programs in the fire service.  

• USFA is continuing its study of non-blinding emergency warning lights with the 
Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE).  

• The report on Fire Service Emergency Vehicle Safety Initiative project is almost 
finished and should be completed by the June FICEMS meeting.  

• The National Fallen Firefighters Foundation (NFFF) will be conducting a Firefighter 
Life Safety Summit on March 10-11 in Tampa, Florida.  The goal of this summit is 
reduce line of duty deaths of firefighters. 

 
USFA: Mr. John Brasko 

• Mr. Brasko handed out information regarding the All-Hazards Incident Management 
Team (IMT) training. Type 3 IMTs run large/more complex incidents. There are two 
pilots, one in April and one in May. Contact Mr. Gordon Sachs with questions on the 
IMT. 

• Mr. Brasko handed out a guide for fire/emergency service preparedness for homeland 
security. Further information can be found on the website. 

• Next month is the National Disaster Medical System Conference in Dallas – a flyer 
was handed out with information about this conference.  

  
USFA: Mr. Hugh Wood 
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• The Critical Infrastructure Protection Program will not only assist them on a daily 
basis, but eventually, we'll be able to securely provide that target group with sensitive 
information in order to make decisions in critical periods (code yellow going to 
orange, Homeland Security Advisory System). That capacity was not there before, 
but will be there with the Critical Infrastructure Protection Program. 

• Discussed how the infrastructure of the Nation's Forest Wildland was recently 
addressed in a Critical Infrastructure Protection informational Bulletin. 

 
VI. REPORTS – OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES 

 
American Ambulance Association: Mr. Kurt Krumperman 
Mr. Krumperman reported that they are actively engaged with DHS to keep communication 
open. The annual Stars of Life event in DC will recognize them for their good work. 
 
International Safety Equipment Association: Mr. Dan Glucksman 
Mr. Glucksman reported that DHS is adopting some standards for protective clothing and 
some NIOSH standards relating to gas masks. They are working on a standard for personal 
portable decontamination showers, a new standard on high visibility safety apparel (mainly 
for road construction workers, roadway safety, etc.), and have updated the eye wash and 
shower standard as well as the First Aide standard. 
 
National Volunteer Fire Council: Mr. Joe Robison 
Mr. Robinson referred to the Health and Wellness Guide for the Volunteer Fire Service 
noting that heart attack is the leading cause of line of duty death of volunteer firefighters.  He 
further mentioned that under the new line of duty death criteria for the Federal Public Safety 
Officer Benefit (PSOB) program heart attacks are now included, not just on those that 
happen during the incident, but also those that occur within 24 hours afterwards. 
 

VII. ACTION ITEMS REVIEW 
 

No new action items were stated. 
 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 

Mr. Wood has received an overview of previous meetings from his group, and noted that the 
information exchange within this group is phenomenal. Mr. Wood acknowledged the 
declining number of participants at the meetings, and decided to bring up the topic of rotating 
to various meeting sites in the Old Business section of the June meeting’s agenda. Locations 
must be conducive to holding a large group, and options such as DOT and DHH were 
suggested.  
 
Mr. Wood continued noting that there had been discussion about discontinuing the Counter-
Terrorism Subcommittee due to lack of participation since the retirement of Mr. Jeff Dyar. 
However there seem to be some potential items for the CT group to address from the AS 
subcommittee, so the CT subcommittee will remain active for now.  
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Regarding the National Incident Management System, Mr. Wood encouraged members to 
learn more about NIMS through the website (www.usfa.fema.gov/inside-usfa/media/2004 
releases/030904a.shtm). This is a systems approach allowing the nation to work from one 
“sheet of music” when they deploy resources.  
 
Mr. Bill Troup reported with regards to a letter received from DOT, requesting information 
on data collection efforts. Mr. Troup inquired how they should get that information out to the 
constituent base? Mr. Wood replied noting that we could put the information on the website. 
Mr. Dave Bryson from DOT encouraged the Federal organizations in FICEMS to post the 
information on their own website. Mr. Wood indicated that a letter was sent to all FICEMS 
Partners asking for their assistance with the DOT project by sending them contact 
information for this project.  

 
 
 
IX. SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS FOLLOWING THIS MEETING 
 

Counter-Terrorism meets at 1:00 
 
X. NEXT MEETING 
 

June 3, 2004, 10:30 a.m., NETC, Emmitsburg, Maryland 
Building J, Room 101 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 
 
** Please see the following pages for the handouts provided in this meeting. 
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